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Pray… Rescue me, Lord Jesus, for Your name’s sake, and vindicate me by Your strength. Hear my prayer, O Lord, and consider my words. Principalities and powers of darkness rise up against me, and the cunning one seeks to tempt my soul. He desires that I deny You, and that the light in me would turn to darkness. He wants me to remove my hand from the plow, that I would shrink back to destruction and deny You in my life altogether. Though I am sorely tempted by his lies, still I realize that You alone are my helper. You are with those who are my friends—those who encourage me to love and good deeds, while repaying my enemy for his evil and countering his lies with Your truth. 

Let me therefore freely offer sacrifices to You—the sacrifices of a broken heart and a contrite spirit, O Lord. Let me find contentment in whatever circumstances I find myself, knowing I can do all things through You because You strengthen me. Make me rise up to praise Your name, O Lord, for it is good and Your mercies are everlasting! Deliver me out of all of my troubles, that I might be a witness to Your victory over sin, death, and Satan’s wicked schemes.

Consider... But godliness actually is a means of great gain when accompanied by contentment. Jesus Christ does not call us to mere existence. He calls us to a great adventure! What adventure would be complete without a damsel to be rescued or great dragons to vanquish? Jesus has a damsel in distress, His bride-church, and she is filled with those who need rescuing. If we take up the call to come to her aid the dragon of heaven will be there, waiting to battle us at every turn. When we find ourselves in the midst of the battle for souls—in the church or in the world—it is never a case of whether we win or lose, because the outcome belongs to Christ. What is up to us is how faithfully we persevere. It will be our endurance and contentment in the midst of our struggles that will mark our Christ-like character. If we cannot view our trials with contentment, and pursue resolution with diligence, then we are not approaching them in faith. We are not seeing them as opportunities to endure willingly and with a glad heart, but as a duty. James records the greatest promise anywhere in the Scriptures, as he tells us that God will perfect and complete us, and leave us lacking in nothing only through looking with contentment upon all our struggles, and pursuing resolution of them in perseverance and faith.

Reflect...
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